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11-19-2021 Council Communications Topics:
 

·         Urban Dreams Annual Thanksgiving Meal Giveaway
·         City to Receive Additional Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) Vouchers
·         Cedar Rapids Police Protective Charity Hosting Santa Cop
·         Parks Update
·         Willis Dady Homeless Services Complaints
·         Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Update

Urban Dreams Annual Thanksgiving Meal Giveaway
Urban Dreams, in partnership with the City of Cedar Rapids, Cedar Rapids Public Library, HACAP and
Hy-Vee will be holding their annual Thanksgiving Meal Giveaway on Wednesday, November 24 from
4:00 – 6:00 PM. This event is open to all Cedar Rapids community members interested in receiving
food items for the upcoming holiday. This year the event will take place in the Community Room at
the Cedar Rapids Public Library located at 3750 Williams Blvd SW. Additionally the Urban Dreams
food pantry will be open during this time to provide additional food resources to community
members in need. If you are interested in volunteering with preparation (assembling the meal kits)
and/or distributing the meal kits to families complete the Urban Dreams Volunteer Form. If you have
questions, please contact Jimmie Releford at jimmie.releford@urbandreams.org or by calling the
Urban Dreams Cedar Rapids office at  319-739-0468.

City to Receive Additional Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) Vouchers
We were notified this week that the City will have the opportunity to receive an additional six (6)
VASH Vouchers. These vouchers work similarly to the City’s Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) program,
providing rent assistance to low-income households, but are reserved for Veterans experiencing
homelessness. The City currently has eighteen (18) VASH vouchers and serves approximately fifty
(50) of Iowa City’s VASH participants, who live in Cedar Rapids.  

Cedar Rapids Police Protective Charity Hosting Santa Cop
The Cedar Rapids Police Protective Charity (CRPPC) is hosting their annual Cops & Kids Santa Cop
event on Monday, November 22, 2021 at Target on Blairsferry Road NE from 1:00 – 7:00 p.m.  CRPD
employees will be shopping with approximately 100 children in our community for winter clothing
such as coats, boots and mittens. This year’s event will focus on families who have foster care and
adopted children in their homes. 
 
The Cedar Rapids Police Protective Charity is a collaborative effort of Cedar Rapids police officers,
community donors, and local businesses to provide assistance to those in need.  Each year the
organization hosts events like Cops and Kids Back to School as well as Santa Cop.  All donations are
tax deductible and 100 percent of donations go to making a difference in the lives of children in our
community and fostering relationships with officers and the public. 
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THANKSGIVING


BaG Give Away
Free Until Bags Are Gone - One Per Family


Urban Dreams Food Pantry
Inside the Ladd Library


3750 Williams Blvd SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Wednesday, November 24


4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
 









Parks Update
·         Contractors at Hughes Park are currently finishing installation of the electrical service at

the new pavilion and working on the steel roof. Over the next week crews plan to finish
work on the play structures and install spotlights on the sculpture in the park.

·         The playground installation at Redmond Park is anticipated to be completed next week.
·         Forestry crews have begun to clean up debris piles in the wooded areas at Bever

Park. The project will be fully underway this winter, with communication to the
public regarding the work scheduled to go out the first week of December.

·         Twin Pines Golf Course and Mini Pines Miniature Golf Course will close for the
season at the end of play Sunday, November 21. The Twin Pines Pro Shop will
remain open through December 23 for holiday shopping. Holiday hours are
Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. It
will be closed November 25 and 26 for Thanksgiving. 

Willis Dady Homeless Services Complaints
On Tuesday, November 16, Building Services received a concern regarding homeless individuals

camped in the previous Wellington Park at 1221 4th Avenue SE.  The lot is now owned by Willis Dady

Homeless Services and is adjacent to their offices and facilities at 1247 4th Avenue SE.  The City’s
Solid Waste & Recycling Division had also received a complaint about the encampment and was
advised that the lot would be cleared out by Wednesday, November 17.  Building Services staff went
to the site on Tuesday afternoon and met with the Executive Director, Alicia Faust, to assure that all
the individuals could be safely relocated and to check on the progress of relocation efforts.  Faust
indicated that the overflow shelter was not open on Monday evening, causing several individuals to
set up tents on the adjacent lot.  The overflow shelter was opened by Tuesday and other homeless
individuals had been relocated to the Catholic Worker House.
 
On Tuesday night, there was a large gathering near the Willis Dady shelter, which resulted in a large
pile of garbage and debris on the east side of Willis Dady.  Willis Dady was responsive and had the
garbage and debris cleaned up by Thursday morning. At the same time, approximately 4-5 homeless
individuals placed their belongings on the parking lot of Westminster Presbyterian Church across the
street from the Willis Dady shelter. The property manager for the church submitted a trespass letter
to the Police Department, which provides authorization for Police Officers to warn and remove the
individuals from the private property because the individuals would be illegally trespassing. The
Police Department contacted Willis Dady’s street outreach team about the church parking lot and
they are working on moving the homeless individuals’ personal property. Solid Waste & Recycling
will work with the church on any remaining items left on the church parking lot.
 
Several City departments are working together, and will continue to work together to address these
ongoing issues.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Update
Staff met with The Gazette yesterday to give an update on the progress we have made on ADA
improvements since the DOJ closed the City’s settlement agreement file. Below is a brief update on
completed and remaining ADA improvement projects.
 



FACILITIES AND PARKS
 
Completed projects

·         Parks in NW and NE quadrants
·         Veterans Memorial Stadium
·         Imon Ice Arena
·         Alliant Energy PowerHouse
·         Libraries (Downtown & Ladd)
·         City Hall
·         City Services Center
·         Police Station
·         Water Administration
·         Water Pollution Control
·         Skywalks & parking ramps

 
Projects currently under construction

·         Ground Transportation Center & NW Bus Garage – under construction
·         Paramount Theatre – under construction
·         Animal Control – under construction

 
Projects to be completed in upcoming years (2022+)

·         Parks in SW and SE quadrants
·         Fire Stations (Central, #3 & #7)
·         Veterans Memorial Building

·         3rd Ave & 5 Seasons parking ramps
·         Other Water facilities

 

CURB RAMPS AND OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE
Curb Ramps
According to the Settlement Agreement, the City is required to reconstruct all non-compliant curb
ramps that have been constructed or altered since January 26, 1992 – which is when the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) went into effect. Out of 12,000+ total curb ramps in the city, staff
identified 4,322 curb ramps as needing to be reconstructed based on this criterion. These include
sidewalk curbs that have no ramps at all, or sidewalk curbs with pre-existing ramps that are now out
of compliance with current standards. To date, 3,897 of the 4,322 curb ramps have been
constructed to comply with the ADA. Public Works staff will continue to address the remaining curb
ramps within the City through a yearly repair program. A map showing the locations of completed
ramps along with ramps that are pending replacement can be found on the Public Works ADA
Accessibility page on the City’s website.
 
Transit stops
The Public Works Department has been in coordination with the Transit Division and is working on
design of a number of ADA transit stop upgrades in high need areas throughout the City.  A project

https://www.cedar-rapids.org/local_government/departments_g_-_v/public_works/ada_accessibility.php
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will be bid in early 2022 for construction starting in the spring of 2022. 
 
Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS)
The City is updating to Accessible Pedestrian Signals whenever signal replacement is required or new
signals are added as part of construction. A complete list of locations of Accessible Pedestrian Signals
can be found on the Traffic Engineering page on the City’s website.
 
Website
The Information Technology Department is assisted by a website accessibility consultant to audit the
City’s website on an annual basis to identify accessibility issues that need to be corrected. Once the
results are received they work with our website vendor and internally to correct the identified
issues.
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